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General Information:  

 

Egypt imported alone some $4 billion worth of food ingredients in 2017; the United States, the eighth 

largest supplier with roughly $138 million in sales, accounts for about four percent of the sector’s import 

market share.  Egypt is exporting over $2.8 billion in processed and manufactured foods mainly to the 

Middle East; there are 339 million potential consumers within 500 kilometers of its borders.   

 

The Egyptian Chamber of Food Industries (CFI) indicates that there are over 7,000 food manufacturing 

companies operating in the country; 5,200 alone are registered with it.  In 2017, the food processing and 

manufacturing sectors reportedly generated $22.2 billion in sales.   

 

U.S.-origin food ingredients face competition from European, Middle Eastern, and now also 

increasingly African-origin exports.  These suppliers maintain preferential trade arrangements with 

Egypt; which provide favorable tariff treatment.  Shipping proximity to Egypt also often provides 

exporters in these countries an additional comparative advantage against U.S.-origin food ingredients. 

 

Egypt is a signatory to the following multilateral trade agreements: 

 

 The General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 

 The General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) 

 Egyptian-European Mediterranean Partnership Agreement 

 The Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA) 

 Pan Arab Free Trade Area (PAFTA) 

 Turkey-Egypt Free Trade Agreement 

 Egypt-Mercosur Free Trade Agreement (effective June 22, 2017) 

 

Egypt has signed several bilateral agreements with a number of Arab Countries: Jordan (December 

1999), Lebanon (March 1999), Libya (January 1991), Morocco (April 1999), Syria (December 1991), 

and Tunisia (March 1999).  In 1995, Egypt and China entered into a trade accord.  Egypt has also signed 

an economic treaty with Russia. 

 

Exports of U.S.-origin corn (maize) other than corn, corn (maize) crude oil, food preparations, milk and 

cream concentrated or sweetened remain highly competitive. 

http://www.mvegypt.com/egycfi/en
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TABLE 2: Egypt, Food Ingredients Import HS Codes  
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TABLE 2: Egypt, Food Ingredients Import HS Codes (continued) 
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TABLE 2: Egypt, Food Ingredients Import HS Codes (continued) 
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TABLE 2: Egypt, Food Ingredients Import HS Codes (continued) 

 
SOURCE: Chamber of Food Industries in Egypt (CFIE), FAS Cairo office research. 



8 

 

POST CONTACT AND FURTHER INFORMATION  

 

U.S. Embassy Cairo, Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) Office of Agricultural Affairs 

Mailing Address: American Embassy, 8 Kamal El-Din Salah Street, Garden City, Cairo, Egypt 

Phone: +20-2-2797-2388 ● Fax: +20-2-2796-3989  AgCairo@fas.usda.gov   

 

For additional information, see www.fas.usda.gov.  See also to our Food and Agricultural Import 

Regulations and Standards (FAIRS) EGYPT – Narrative and Certificate 2017 reports, as well as our 

GAIN – EGYPT: Exporter Guide 2017, and GAIN – EGYPT: HRI Food Service Sector 2017 reports. 

 

 

Trade Associations 
  

Chamber of Food Industries 

Mailing Address: 1195 Nile Corniche, Boulaq, Cairo Governorate 

Phone: +20-2-2574-8627 ● Fax: +20-2-2574-8312 

Cellphone: +20-122-7825232 and +20-122-782-5233 ● info@fei.org.eg  

Website: http://www.mvegypt.com/egycfi/en 

 

 

Ministries and Government Agencies 
  

Ministry of Agriculture 

Mailing Address: 9 El Gamaa Street, Giza, Egypt 

Phone: (+202) 3568-6373/ 1658   

Website: www.agr-egypt.gov.eg/ 

 

Ministry of Investment and International Cooperation 

Mailing Address: 3 Salah Salem Street, Cairo 

Mailing Address: 8 Adly Street – Down Town, Cairo 

Phone: +20-2-2405-5417 ● +20-2-2391-0008 ● +20-2-2390-8819 ● +20-2-2393-5147  

Email: ministeroffice@miic.gov.eg 

 

Ministry of Supply and Internal Trade 

Mailing Address:  99 Al Kasr Al Aini, Al Inshaa WA Al Munirah, Qasr an Nile, Cairo Governorate, Egypt 

Phone: +20- 2- 2794-4338/ 8224/ 8184 ●+20-2- 2795-8481 ● info@msit.gov.eg  

Website: www.msit.gov.eg  

 

Ministry of Trade and Industry 

Mailing Address: 2 Latin America, Garden City, Cairo 

Commercial Affairs Phone: +20-2-2792-1207● mfti@mfti.gov.eg 

Website: http://www.mti.gov.eg/English/Pages/default.aspx 
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